WP4: Public beliefs, perceptions, attitudes and preferences.

Six Month Report (February to July 2009)

1. A summary of progress towards objectives and details for each task
a. Literature: WP4 started with a general overview of literature looking specifically at the themes, ‘belief systems’ and ‘vulnerability’.  From here WP4 delivered a literature survey (Task 4.1) which looks at belief scales and how they may be operationalised in research on belief systems. The aim of this literature survey was to determine how these scales, or elements of them, could be of use in the construction of a belief scale within the context of the Live Diverse project.
b. Analytical Framework (Milestone 4.1, Task 4.2):  WP4 held an internal (to South Africa) workshop with experts in the field to workshop ideas around the construction of an analytical framework in relation to the studying of public beliefs, belief systems, perceptions, attitudes and preferences.  All the inputs from those attending the workshop were captured.  Taking these recommendations into consideration, a draft framework has been drafted ready for testing in the field during the first round of fieldwork and community engagements.
2. Description of the main results achieved so far
a. Literature:  two main recommendations came from the Belief Scale Literature Survey (Task 4.1).  These recommendations are, firstly that redefining the concept “scale” might be necessary as the concept of a “belief scale” as proposed in the initial description of work for the LiveDiverse project needs to change in order to encapsulate different approaches to the characterisation of beliefs.  Secondly, leading on from the first recommendation is a shift in the focus from a “scale” oriented approach to that of a “characteristic” oriented approach in the methodology of Work Package 4.  This means that beliefs and belief systems will not just be understood in terms of and in comparison to one another but in terms of their own context.
b. Analytical Framework (Milestone 4.1, Task 4.2): An emergent framework was suggested for LiveDiverse, WP4. The value of an emergent framework lies in its flexible nature and ability to act as a guideline to the researcher.  While such a framework provides guidance on how the researcher can go about the research (how the data is collected and analysed), it does not prescribe, the themes and issues that can be considered during the process.  It is essential to highlight ‘emergent’ as key to the process.  This means that while this analytical framework gives guidance, these suggestions should give way in terms of precedence, to emergent themes, approaches, methods, etc. which may evolve from within the process of interaction between the researcher and those being researched.  However once a new theme, approach, methodology has been identified it should be incorporated and integrated into this framework for future use. 

3. Milestones and Deliverables
There are no milestones or deliverables due for this reporting period for WP4.

