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	Project objectives for the period
	
 Increase knowledge of the biophysical aspects and their interaction with ecological biodiversity in the Térraba River Basin

Contribute to the development of an integrated methodology that takes into account bio-physical, socio-economic and cultural-spiritual aspects of biodiversity and sustainable livelihoods in the Térraba River Basin. 


Contribute to the development of an ecological and physical GIS data base in the Térraba River Basin. 

Develop methods to facilitate the communication and information with civil society groups in the Térraba River Basin
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	Work progress and achievements during the period (5 pages maximum excluding photos, maps and graphs)
	
Objective 1. Increase knowledge of the biophysical aspects and their interaction with ecological biodiversity in the Térraba River Basin.

The teams´ work has focused on gathering information on biophysical aspects in the Térraba River Basin. A key aspect to be mentioned is that although some information was available for the general area of study, such information did not exist at river basin scale, therefore one of the teams´ most important contributions has been in the putting such information together in a systemic way.

In terms of biophysical data some of the factors already analyzed are:
 
Land use and land cover. An understanding of the use of the land and the management practices within a land use category provides valuable information about the reasons for change in the condition of natural resources in the Térraba River Basin. This information will be used later when developing scenarios to incorporate it into strategic planning and development aiming to achieve sustainable practices.

Geomorphology and geology. In terms of geomorphology we have studied the forms in the Térraba Basin surface and of the processes that shape them. More recent geologic features - rivers, soils and alluvial fans, - are in most cases still undergoing formation processes. In terms of geological aspects we focused on the natural hazards that the Térraba River Basin faces. 

Precipitation (mm) y temperature. We consider precipitation and temperature data valuable tools for studying climate, but this information can also be used to infer connections between climate and human conditions. Precipitation is a central aspect because it is closely related to flooding in the lower part of the river basin.

Biodiversity. 
Biodiversity is central to the study of the biophysical aspects of the area of study, due to the fact that there is a direct relationship between ecosystem processes and services and livelihoods in the Térraba River Basin. We have defined two main areas: the International friendship Park and the Térraba-Sierpe Mangroves. 

Objective 2. Contribute to the development of an ecological and physical GIS data base for the Térraba River Basin. 

In addition to Objective 1, we revised and improved the existing GIS database for the river basin. This is a critical element for building scenarios. Fulfilling this objective allowed us to create a series of original maps of the river basin that have been included in the case study report. These maps were included in the first draft we sent regarding the biophysical characteristics of the Térraba Basin.

Objective 3. Contribute to the development of an integrated methodology that takes into account bio-physical, socio-economic and cultural-spiritual aspects of biodiversity in order to build scenarios.

Our first approach to building scenarios for the four case studies is as follows:
 
Scenarios move from what is known to what is unknown
1. The (independent) variables (current trends)
2. The main drivers
3. What happens if in one given scenario according to:
a. Changes occur in the drivers that could influence a the key factor (biophysical, socio- economic and spiritual) in one given scenario (complexity)…large or small changes…what type of changes could be expected
b.  Expected vulnerability/or adaptation…resilience of people to these changes in one given scenario…high or low (how the stakeholders will behave in them).
4. Livelihood and biodiversity (dependent variable) as an outcome in one given scenario.

Objective 4. Develop methods to facilitate the communication and information with civil society groups in the Térraba River basin

We organized a workshop in Perez Zeledón in order to share the information about different projects going on in the basin as well as to exchange data and develop a network of researchers that could help us in the development of the LiveDiverse project.
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	Deliverables and milestones tables
	Fill in table 1. Deliverables, and table 2 Milestones (refer to page 12&13 of EC Guidance Notes on Project Reporting, Seventh Framework Programme)

The deliverables and milestones of our work package will be done according to the following schedule:

	Deliverables D8.1: Report with final scenarios (Month 30) 

Milestones M8.1: Preliminary scenarios (Month 15)
Revised scenarios (Month 25). 
Final scenarios (Month 30). 

As can be seen the work is under way, and we have made substantial progress in gathering the information that will allow us to analyze the independent variables and the key drivers, which are the two first steps in building scenarios.
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	Explanation of use of resources (Budget and person month)
	 61. Budget reporting 
6.2 Reporting on person month

Please provide person-month used for each WP activities during 6 month, using the same excel template as 6.1. 
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